Church Covenant Agreement

Having been brought by God’s grace to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, we now, depending
upon the Holy Spirit, establish this covenant with one another.

In all we do, we will aim to glorify and enjoy the God of our salvation, from whom and through whom and
to whom are all things: to Him be all glory forever! (1 Cor. 10:31; Rom. 11:36)

We will eagerly maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace by walking together in love and in the
Spirit and by putting away all bitterness, anger, and injurious speech. (Eph. 4:3; Gal. 5:16, 25; Eph.
4:29, 31)

With humility and gentleness, patience and love, we will be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving
each other, even as God, for Christ’s sake, has forgiven us. (Eph. 4:1-2; Luke 17:3; Col. 3:13; 1 Thess.
5:11; 1 Pet. 1:22)

We will carry each other’s burdens, rejoicing with those who rejoice and weeping with those who weep.
(Gal. 6:2; Rom. 12:15)

We will train our children in the instruction of the Lord, seeking to walk in a way that adorns the gospel of
Christ before our family, friends, and neighbors (Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:4; 1 Pet. 3:1).

We will strive to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present age, as we wait for the
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. (Gal. 5:22-24; Titus
2:12; 1 Pet. 1:14)

We will not neglect to gather together, but will support and treasure the biblical preaching of the whole
counsel of God, the faithful observance of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and the loving exercise of
church discipline. (Heb. 10:25; 2 Tim. 4:2; Acts 2:38; 1 Cor. 11:26; Matt 18:17; 1 Cor. 5:13)

We will contribute cheerfully and generously to the expenses of the church, the relief of the poor, and the
advancement of the gospel both to our neighbors and the nations. (Matt. 28:19; Luke 12:33; 2 Cor. 9:7)

We will, when we move from this place, unite as soon as possible with some other church where we can
carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s Word.

In all these things, we rely on our God who has made a new and everlasting covenant with us, saying:
“They shall be my people, and | will be their God. | will give them one heart and one way, that they may
fear me forever, for their own good and the good of their children after them. . . . | will not turn away from
doing good to them. And | will put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from me. | will
rejoice in doing them good . . . with all my heart and all my soul.” (Jer. 32:38-41)

In and because of Jesus we pray, Amen.


https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%2010.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2011.36
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%204.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%205.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%205.25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%204.29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%204.29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.31
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%204.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2017.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.%203.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess.%205.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess.%205.11
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.%201.22
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%206.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2012.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov.%2022.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%206.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.%203.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%205.22-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%202.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%202.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet.%201.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%2010.25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim.%204.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.38
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%2011.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2018.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor.%205.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2028.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2012.33
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor.%209.7
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer.%2032.38-41

We believe that to carry on the mission of the church, to preserve the function and integrity
of the church as the local Body of Christ, and to provide a biblical role model to the church
members and the community, it is imperative that all persons who associate with the church
as members should abide by and agree to the following statements and conduct themselves
in accordance with them.

A. Statementof Faith (initial)

We believe [See Statement of faith].

B. Statement on Church Discipline
(initial)

The threefold purpose of church discipline is to glorify God by maintaining purity in the
local church (1 Cor. 5:6), to edify believers by deterring sin and promoting purity (1 Tim.
5:20), and to promote the spiritual welfare of the offending believer by calling him or her to
return to a biblical standard of doctrine and conduct (Gal. 6:1).

The Lord Jesus Christ has entrusted the local church with the authority and responsibility to
discipline members for flagrant sin or serious doctrinal error, with the goal of the restoration
of the offender. This discipline is entrusted to the Pastoral Staff [Board or similar body] and
is to follow the biblical pattern as set forth in Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5; 2
Corinthians 2:7-8; Galatians 6:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:6; Titus 3:10-11; and 2 John 7-11. Any
member of this church who practices or affirms a doctrine or conduct that, in the judgment
of the Pastoral Staff [Board or similar body], is opposed to the teaching of the Word of God,
or is threatening to the testimony of this church, or is divisive to the body, shall be subject to
church discipline.

Discipline will follow the said biblical pattern and is an effort to bring the individual to
repentance and protect the church from unrepentant sin. Discipline may involve exclusion
from participation in ministry and communion, as well as dismissal from the fellowship of
this church. An individual may be disciplined by the Pastoral Staff [Board or similar body]
short of dismissal from the fellowship, as they deem appropriate for the specific
circumstance (for example, an individual may remain in certain circumstances a member of
this church but be denied the privilege of serving in a particular ministry). The Pastoral Staff
[Board or similar body], as is required by Scripture, may report to the congregation the
names of those who have lost membership by reason of church discipline, and the reason
for that discipline, as described in Matthew 18:15-20.



The members of this church further acknowledge that while they have the legal right to
withdraw or resign their membership at any time, they knowingly and voluntarily waive
their right to revoke membership in the midst of the discipline process. They agree to only
withdraw or resign their membership if they are not the subject of a discipline proceeding
at the time or any disciplinary process of which they are the subject has been concluded
as determined by the

Pastoral Staff [Board or similar body].

C. Statement on Mediation (initial)

Members of the church agree to submit any legal dispute with the church for mediation
before a mutually agreed-upon mediator, or if none can be agreed upon, one selected by
Peacemaker Ministries. Lawsuits between believers, or threats of lawsuits between
believers, are a matter of grave concern for the church, are contrary to biblical and church
teaching, and mediation is an effort to resolve disputes in a biblical fashion (1 Cor. 6: 1-7).

Mediation will be governed by the Rules of Procedure for Christian Conciliation of the
Institute for Christian Conciliation (ICC Rules), unless modified as stipulated by the parties.
In particular, subject to the more detailed provisions of the ICC Rules, mediator(s) will
attempt to assist us in reaching a voluntary settlement of any disputes through mediation.
The confidentiality of the mediation process will be protected and these matters will not be
discussed with people who do not have a necessary interest in them. If settlement can be
agreed upon, the conciliators may, at their discretion, issue an advisory opinion. Neither the
opinion, nor any communications exchanged in the mediation process, will be admissible
for any purpose in any subsequent legal proceeding.

| have reviewed the statements above and agree to be governed by all the
provisions herein. | recognize that | am knowingly and voluntarily waiving my right to
revoke membership during church discipline.]

Name Date
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